Plastic-Coated Fertilizer Passes Preliminary Greenhouse Studies, Future Payoff Could be Once-A-Year Lawn Feeding; UD Professor Exploring Criminal Acts and Victimization of Blacks as Part of Special Celeste Commission by unknown
University of Dayton
eCommons
News Releases Marketing and Communications
8-1-1989
Plastic-Coated Fertilizer Passes Preliminary
Greenhouse Studies, Future Payoff Could be Once-
A-Year Lawn Feeding; UD Professor Exploring
Criminal Acts and Victimization of Blacks as Part of
Special Celeste Commission
Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Marketing and Communications at eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion
in News Releases by an authorized administrator of eCommons. For more information, please contact frice1@udayton.edu,
mschlangen1@udayton.edu.
Recommended Citation
"Plastic-Coated Fertilizer Passes Preliminary Greenhouse Studies, Future Payoff Could be Once-A-Year Lawn Feeding; UD Professor
Exploring Criminal Acts and Victimization of Blacks as Part of Special Celeste Commission" (1989). News Releases. 5368.
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls/5368
Story ideas for print and broadcast media 
PLASTIC-COATED FERTILIZER PASSES PRELIMINARY GREENHOUSE STUDIES, 
FUTURE PAYOFF COULD BE ONCE-A-YEAR LAWN FEEDING 
A thin biodegradable plastic coating for fertilizer that could turn 
fertilizing the lawn into a once-a-year job is being tested at one of the 
country's leading fertilizer companies. 
These experimental materials result from a feasibility study conducted by 
the University of Dayton Research Institute (UDRI). The state's Edison Seed 
Development Fund program funded $50,000 of the study. Ohio Gov. Richard 
Celeste has praised the project as an example of a successful business-state 
partnership in developing new technologies. 
The plastic coating--called encapsulation--is similar to a coating that 
pharmaceutical companies use in time-release medication. "Nutrients are 
released at a rate the plants can use," explained Richard Chartoff, head of 
basic and applied polymer research at UDRI. "It's safer for the environment 
because there's less chance of runoff into the water table." 
For interviews, contact Richard Chartoff at (513) 229-2517 or Chris 
Coburn, executive director of Ohio's Thomas Edison Program, at (614) 
466-7780. 
UD PROFESSOR EXPLORING CRIMINAL ACTS AND VICTIMIZATION OF BLACKS 
AS PART OF SPECIAL CELESTE COMMISSION 
Statistically, young black males commit more crimes and are victimized 
more often than their white counterparts. 
Rom Haghighi, an assistant professor of criminal justice at the University 
of Dayton, has been appointed to the Governor's Commission on Socially 
Disadvantaged Black Males to review Ohio's criminal justice system and offer 
recommendations to help alleviate the problem. The 29-member commission, which 
consists of judges, state senators and representatives, and educators, is 
expected to issue the findings of its year-long study in May 1990. 
"What can the (criminal justice) system do to change the statistics?" 
asked Haghighi, a Fairborn resident who is heading a committee responsible 
for the study's research. 
Before Haghighi joined UD's faculty in 1987, he served as chairman of the 
criminal justice department at Bethune-Cookman College in Daytona, Fla. 
Through a state-funded program there, he conducted a great deal of research on 
black homicide and victimization, which prepared him for his new appointment. 
For media interviews, contact Rom Haghighi at (513) 229-2547. 
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